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notwithstanding this restriction there was an enormous
gathering on the platform. Outside the building, the
shades of evening were turned into the light of day by some
hundreds of torches.
" On alighting from the train, General Booth was received
by Dewan Bahadur Ragunatha Rao, on behalf of the
Indian community in general, and by the Rev. Mr.
Satthianadhan on behalf of the Indian Christian community
He was then conducted to the Shamianah, where he was
garlanded, rose water sprinkled over him, and flowers
thrown upon him. This preliminary over, addresses
were presented to him on behalf of the Indian and Christian
communities respectively/'
Similar scenes were witnessed at the other cities visited
when the largest halls available were crowded with1 en-
thusiastic audiences. But we pass on to a description
of one of those vast village gatherings when the Founder
felt himself to be indeed face to face with the real heart
of India.
" We think we were not wrong in surmising that the
demonstration at Samarkha would be the most remarkable
event in The General's Indian tour.
" Far into the night lanterns were bobbing about here
and there on the extensive grounds, and little finishing
touches were being put to the arrangements. It was only
for a brief hour or two that all settled down into silence,
and before the earliest streak of grey had heralded the
dawn of this ' day of days/ the shrill notes of the bugle's
call woke the sleeping encampment into life and activity.
Soon after, troops of soldiers began to arrive, and as the
hour of eight approached, we were startled by a salute of
seven guns, fired from a cannon posted somewhere on the
edge of the encampment and which announced the arrival
of the General and his party. The General's tent was
approached by an avenue of plantain trees and Indian
corn, and so situated as to furnish an admirable view of
the ground.
" Gun-fire announced the 8 o'clock assembly, the
bugle summoned the band, and the earliest arrivals were
soon arranged in the spacious pandal. Oh, what a time
^e had, as after some lively, happy testimonies, the